Links to Existing Resources:

Biomass
· Nevada County Biomass Pilot Project: https://www.nevadacountyca.gov/4069/Biomass-Pilot-Project

· Biomass Pilot Project Film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1HukW7_SL0&feature=youtu.be

· City of Nevada City Biochar Kiln Allowance: https://nevadacityca.gov/321/Fire-As-A-Tool

· Sierra Streams Institute (Sierra Foothills Forest Climate Resilience Project): https://sierrastreamsinstitute.org/restoration-3/

Roadmap to Resilience

Comprehensive all-hazards disaster mitigation planning that includes the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (2024), Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2025), Land Management Plan (2026), and Evacuation Study (2024). Implementation of the CWPP is led by the Quarterly Wildfire Stakeholder Collaborative, a group of more than 100 local, state, and federal agency partners, NGOs, land managers, fire and law experts, and funders that meet quarterly and are organized around subcommittees guiding implementation best-practices. 

Nevada County OES Wildfire Risk Reduction Projects 

Demonstrate social and political will to implement wildfire mitigation actions with the potential to provide feedstock to biomass solutions as a secondary benefit. In 2026 Nevada County has 12 active grant-funded wildfire risk reduction projects totaling $22M of local, state, and federal investment. 

2025: 

· Completed treatment design and environmental compliance for the South Yuba Rim Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project (5,600-acre planning area), Woodpecker Ravine Phase 1 Shaded Fuel Break Project (410-acre planning area), Ponderosa Phase 1 Maintenance Project (600-acre planning area), Ponderosa Phase 2 Project (300-acre planning area), and Roadside Vegetation Abatement Project (~200 road miles). 

· Spearheaded collaborative county-wide Community Green Waste events which included deployment of 150 green waste bins and coordination of 7 drop events through which the public (including 35 Firewise Communities) removed 576 tons of hazardous vegetation from private property and roadways.

· The Defensible Space Inspection (DSI) team managed 70 cases, implemented the Winter Storm Hazardous Vegetation Removal Project (removing 2,470 yards of down debris from 1,300 roadside locations), and spearheaded a collaborative effort with Bureau of Land Management (BLM), local Firewise Communities, and City of Nevada City to remove 38 hazard trees along Old Downieville Highway. 

· Completed Biomass Pilot Project through an innovative public/private partnership that resulted in the removal of flammable material from along private and county-maintained roads, in the vicinity of critical infrastructure, and from community identified BLM parcels. More than 5,200 tons of hazardous vegetation were converted into value-added biochar. 

2026

· Initiated environmental compliance and treatment design for 1,826 acres.

· Implemented over 1,200 acres of shaded fuel break on public and private land in both east and west Nevada County, including two projects under Good Neighbor Agreements with USFS Tahoe National Forest.

· Provided free roadside chipping to 18 communities removing 773 piles of debris and collected 603 tons of green waste through 5 free community events. 





